IS    POLAND    LOST?

Foreign Affairs. In that capacity, he was the
author of the German-Polish Pact of 1934,
which held for exactly five years. In France
and Geneva he was regarded as pro-Nazi and as
the man who had helped to consolidate Hitler's
power.

His most sensational and most hotly debated
act was the German-Polish Pact. It shocked
the Democracies and virtually ended the Franco-
Polish friendship which had been of such immense
help in the up-building of the Polish Republic.
Recent events have proved that Colonel Beck's
conception was wrong, but it cannot be denied
that the Pact was fully justified by diplomatic
considerations. Whether the Polish Foreign
Minister really believed in its efficacy or not, it is
impossible to say. At all events, the Pact con-
tained the only Hitlerian promise which took him
as long as five years to break; and if Colonel Beck
ever believed in it he realized his mistake during
the months after the Munich Pact concluded
between the British Prime Minister and the
Nazi Dictator.

Barely five months after that Pact, on i5th
March 1939, Germany annexed Slovakia. On
16th March Germany annexed Bohemia and
Moravia. On 22nd March Germany annexed
Memelland.

By then all the world knew that Poland was
next on Hitler's list. Colonel Beck paid several
visits to London at this time and on 3ist March
Britain and France gave a pledge to Poland to
aio.